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Philippines, Filipinos, Filipinas, Pinoy, Pilipinao, Pilipina ... Confused? It seems everybody has a

name for the inhabitants of the Philippines, including the Pinoys themselves. But don t worry. On the

first page of this delightful guide to the etiquette, customs and taboos of more than 7,000 islands

that is the Philippines, you ll find the words that you need to use when among the smiling and

talkative people of this tropical paradise.  Filipinos are unique as can be and maintain the customs

and traditions to prove it. Many still eat with their hands. Their devout Catholicism is imbided with

ancient beliefs and superstitions. They pretend to be invisible when passing between you and your

friend. They lavish attention on water buffaloes on its special festival day. They are the most bubbly

and communicative and therefore caring and friendliest people in Southeast Asia.  To ensure that

you, the foreign resident, fleeting visitor or armchair traveller, enjoy your stay in the Philippines, we

present a light hearted but practical guide to the Dos & Don ts of this dynamic country.   - Don t tell

your best friend that he s got food stuck between his teeth.  - Do slouch in the back of your taxi as

you leave the motel after a romantic afternoon.  - Don t throw water over the guy downstairs singing

his heart out. Want to know more? Then DO buy this book!
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A book nice to read and recommended to all passengers bound for Philippines.To read before,

during and after your stay !



I am a first generation immigrant and my work an office in Manila. I found the book insightful for

understanding my parents, my relatives, and my culture. I also found it a good resource to give to a

(culturally) American coworker who will be in our Manila office for just over a month. It clearly states

Flip customs, habits, quirks, or viewpoints. Gives appropriate and inappropriate responses and

behaviors without being condescending. I can't help but be encouraged and sometimes laugh at the

illustrations that do so much to capture the nuances and defuse some of the awkwardness ... ie, the

illustration of "pointing with your lips" both makes the instance very clear without making it seem

outlandish. So for any American or "Joe" traveling to the Philippines, any of us born outside the

Philippines doing your "roots" trip, or anyone who wants to know more about us as a people, I'd

recommend this book.
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